THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH 
Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 6 And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.    
                                                                                                                                           Romans 1:5,6

Paul writes that he ‘received grace and apostleship’ (1:5) which in the context means ‘the undeserved privilege of being an apostle.’ Serving God and His people is a product of God’s unmerited favour towards us. We serve out of our own weakness. God calls us to minister and gives us the grace to do it.

Paul saw the scope of his mission to ‘all the Gentiles’ (1:5). This implies most of the Christians in Rome were Gentile. But Paul will shortly describe the gospel as ‘the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believe, first for the Jew, then for the Gentile’ (1:16). He saw the gospel being for ‘everyone.’ Its scope is universal. He was a patriotic Jew who kept his love for his people and longed passionately for their salvation (9:1ff; 10:1). But God called him to be the apostle to the Gentiles. We too, if we are going to be committed to world mission, will have to be freed from all pride of race, nation, tribe, caste and class and embrace the reality that the gospel is for everyone, without distinction.
From the time of his conversion God made it clear that Paul’s primary mission was to bring Gentiles to faith in Jesus. But rather than referring simply to faith, Paul uses an expanded phrase, literally ‘the obedience of faith’ (repeated in 16:26) The NIV’s translation ‘the obedience that comes from faith’ (1:5) takes the meaning: commitment to Christ in faith leads to obedience in life. A living faith in Christ involves submission to Christ. He is ‘Jesus Christ our Lord’ (1:4). The Christians Paul is writing to here had believed and obeyed. Paul immediately describes them as ‘those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ’ (1:6).
When we come to Christ, we come to one who demands total allegiance. This allegiance is something we learn to ‘live out’ as God begins His work of transforming our minds so we will do His will (12:1,2). This is the message Paul proclaims to the Gentiles – not just initial conversion but the transformation of life. 
Faith and obedience should never be separated. Our faith should lead us into stronger obedience and our obedience must always be in faith, believing the God whose wish is our command.

The words ‘for his name’s sake’ (1:5) which the NIV places at the beginning of the sentence, actually come at the end of Paul’s sentence to form something of a climax. Paul desired to bring the nations to the obedience of faith for the sake of the honour and glory of Christ’s name. God had ‘exalted him to the highest place’ and had given him ‘the name that is above every name’ so that ‘at the name of Jesus every knee should bow … and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord’ (Philippians 2:9-11). If God wants every knee to bow to Jesus and every tongue to confess Him, then so should we. We should be ‘jealous’ (as the scripture sometimes says) for the honour of His name – troubled when it remains unknown, hurt when it is ignored and indignant when it is blasphemed. The highest of all missionary motives is neither obedience to the Great Commission, (important as that is), nor love for the lost who are alienated and lost, (strong as that is, especially in view of the coming wrath of God), but rather passionate and burning zeal for the glory of Christ.
Without direct referencing these studies have drawn heavily on:

‘Romans’ (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries) by F. F. Bruce (Inter-Varsity Press, Nottingham, England, 2008) 

‘Romans’ (A New Covenant Commentary) by W. Dumbrell (Redeemer Baptist Press, North Parramatta, Australia, 2012)

‘Romans’ (The NIV Application Commentary Series) by Douglas Moo (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2000)

‘The Message of Romans’ (The Bible Speaks Today Series) by John Stott (Inter-Varsity Press, Nottingham, England, 2011)

‘Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words’ by W. E. Vine (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN, 1996)
‘Romans Part 1 (Paul for Everyone)’ by Tom Wright (SPCK, London, 2004) 
