UNITED WITH CHRIST IN HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 
                                                                                                                                            Romans 6:1-5
How has Paul so far described God’s people? Having been justified by faith, they are standing in grace and rejoicing in glory. Having formerly belonged to Adam, the author of sin and death, they now belong to Christ, the author of salvation and life. Although the adding of the law had the consequence of increasing sin (5:20), ‘grace increased all the more’ (5:20) so that ‘grace might reign’ (5:21). Against the background of human guilt Paul sees grace increasing and reigning.
Paul immediately anticipates how this truth can be misunderstood, ‘What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?’ (6:1). If a person can be made right with God by faith alone, then what need is there to live in obedience to God? If the law led to an increase in sin and God met this with an increase of grace, then we should increase our sin to give God the opportunity to increase grace by forgiving. Paul’s gospel of free grace seemed to encourage lawlessness by promising sinners the best of both worlds: free indulgence in this world with no fear of forfeiting the next.
Paul’s answer is that God’s grace not only forgives sin but actually delivers the Christian from sinning. Grace does more than justify; it also sanctifies. It unites us to Christ (6:1-14) and brings us into slavery to righteousness (6:15-23). God has decisively changed the believer’s position in relationship to sin. Paul portrays sin as a power or master that exercises control over people and uses the same imagery to declare our freedom, no longer ‘slaves to sin’ (6:6) but ‘slaves’ to God and righteousness (6:17-22). Sin is no longer our ‘master’ (6:14).
Paul begins with a vehement denial of any thought that God’s grace gives us licence to sin, ‘Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means!’ He then presents eight steps to explain his position:
Step 1: we died to sin (6:2)

Step 2: how we died to sin was through our being united with Christ in His death as portrayed in our 
            baptism (6:3)

Step 3: having shared in Christ’s death, we now also share in His resurrection (6:4,5)

Step 4: our former self was crucified with Christ so that we might be freed from sin’s slavery (6:6,7)

Step 5: both the death and resurrection of Christ were decisive events: He died to sin once for all and lives

            continually before God (6:8-10)

Step 6: we are now what Christ is: ‘dead to sin but alive to God’ (6:11)

Step 7: being alive from death we must now offer our bodies to God as instruments of righteousness (6:12,13)
Step 8: sin shall not be our master because our position has radically changed from being ‘under law’ to being 

            ‘under grace.’ Grace does not encourage sin; it outlaws it (6:14)
Step 1: we died to sin (6:2)
‘We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?’ (6:2) or more literally: ‘We died to sin [in the past]; how then shall we live in it [in the future]?’ Paul is not talking about the impossibility of sin in believers but the moral and spiritual contradiction of it. What does Paul mean by ‘died to sin’? He does not mean that Christians are no longer tempted by sin or that we are incapable of sinning. The commands in 6:11-14 are completely unnecessary if we were genuinely unresponsive to temptation. Why then does Paul use the imagery of ‘death’? Death is often represented in the scriptures in legal terms more than physical – not as a lying motionless but as the just penalty for sin. Whenever sin and death are coupled, from Genesis (‘when you eat … [sin], you will surely die’ [2:7]) to Revelation where the state of the unrepentant is called ‘the second death,’ the essential reason for the coupling of the two is that sin’s penalty is death. In Christ’s case, ‘The death he died, he died to sin once for all’ (6:10). The obvious meaning of this is that Christ bore sin’s condemnation, namely death. He met its claim. He paid its penalty and He did it ‘once for all.’ Because of this sin has no more claim on Him. God raised Him from the dead to demonstrate His utter satisfaction with His sin-bearing and He now lives forever in God’s presence.
What is true of Christ is true of us. We too have ‘died to sin’ through our union with Christ. He died, not just instead of us as our substitute (so we never need to die for our own sins), but He also died for us, as our representative, so we can be said to have died in and through Him. ‘We are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died’ (2 Corinthians 5:14). Through our union with Christ, His death becomes our death. 
Step 2: how we died to sin was through our being united with Christ in His death as portrayed in our 

            baptism (6:3)
‘Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?’ (6:3). Anyone who genuinely wondered if their forgiveness of all sin – past, present and future – meant they were now free to sin does not understand the meaning of their baptism. The kind of baptism Paul is writing of here is obviously water baptism. Baptism signifies our union with Christ, Christ crucified and Christ risen. The verb ‘to baptize’ was commonly used of immersion. It was used, for instance, of a ship that had sunk. The ship was said to have been ‘baptized’ (immersed) in the sea. Paul is saying that we have been ‘immersed’ into Christ. 
It is important to note too, that water baptism does not secure what it signifies. We don’t get baptised in water to be ‘saved’ (Paul has just spent three chapters carefully explaining that justification is by faith alone) or to experience our co-death with Christ. Our baptism in water follows our union with Christ. It is the outward sign of our already existing inward union with Him. That union with Christ, invisibly brought about by the Holy Spirit, is visibly demonstrated and sealed by baptism. Being a Christian necessitates a personal, vital identification with Christ which is publicly demonstrated by our water baptism.
Step 3: having shared in Christ’s death, we now also share in His resurrection (6:3)
‘We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  For if we have been united like this with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection’ (6:4). The basic theme of the first half of Romans 6 is that the death and resurrection of Christ are not just historical facts. They are personal experiences as well that are visibly portrayed when a Christian is baptised in water. We ‘were baptized into his death’ (6:4) and so ‘were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father [through a glorious display of His mighty power], we too may live a new life,’ (6:4,5) the new resurrection life of Christ which begins now and will find its completion on the day of resurrection.
‘For if we have been united with him like this in his death [literally, with him in the likeness of his death], we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection [with him in the likeness of his resurrection]’ (6:5). The verb ‘united’ comes from a word that means ‘to grow together, to unite, to amalgamate.’ Jesus came ‘in the likeness of sinful man’ (8:3) but this ended with His death on the cross. His break with the old world was decisive at this point. Our identification with the death of Christ means we too are freed from domination by the powers of the present evil age. We are no longer controlled by slavery to sin because, like Christ, we have been transformed to a new kind of existence. We have died to the old corporate race just as Christ died to Adam’s race. Christ’s death assures us of the final defeat and death of sin. Dying with Christ is dying to the old world. Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, our transfer from the old dominion to the new dominion takes place now (Colossians 1:13).  
Christ has been raised from the dead and is now seated at God’s right hand. ‘And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus’ (Ephesians 2:6). Christ is no longer on earth. His sole earthly existence finished with His death. He now lives at God’s right hand. We are united with Him in His resurrection. We are in Him and with Him. What is true of Him is true of us. We have received the life of the new world through the Holy Spirit and have been raised to new life in the ‘new life’ dominion set up by Christ’s resurrection (Colossians 3:1). The measure of the Holy Spirit we now enjoy is only a down payment on the far greater measure that will be ours at Christ’s return (2 Corinthians 1:21,22; 5:5; Ephesians 1:4)
Christ’s resurrection and ascension was the beginning of, and the guarantee for, the general resurrection at the Second Coming (1 Corinthians 15:20). Paul uses the future tense, ‘we will … be united.’ (6:5). While we enjoy the new life now, our ‘being raised with Christ’ awaits the Parousia. This is Paul’s thinking, especially expressed in Philippians 3:20,21 ‘But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.’ 
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