ADAM AND CHRIST CONTRASTED
 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!
                                                                                                                                            Romans 5:15-17
In the verse preceeding our passage Paul has called Adam a type of Christ. But before he pursues the similarity between these two (5:18-21), he notes some of the differences. So the structure of each of verses 15-17 embody a statement that Christ’s gift is either ‘not like’ Adam’s trespass (5:15,16) or ‘much more’ effective than it (5:17). Paul will now outline the nature of Adam and Christ’s actions (5:15), the immediate results of each (5:16) and their ultimate effects (5:17).
First, the nature of the actions was different. ‘But the gift is not like the trespass’ (5:15). Adam’s ‘trespass’ was a fall, a complete deviation from the path God had clearly shown him. He insisted on going his own way. This stands in contrast to Christ’s ‘gift’ which was an act of self-sacrifice and in perfect conformity to God’s will. The disparity between the two is emphasised by the nature of the impact of each’s actions: ‘if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!’ (5:15). In each case ‘the many’ are affected. We tend to think of the church as the few, the minority, but if Adam’s fall could produce the complete ruin of many, how much more can the grace of God produce powerful benefit for many, since Christ is more powerful to save than Adam was to ruin.
Second, the immediate results of each were different. ‘Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin’ (5:16). The words are almost identical with the verse before but the emphasis is now on the consequence of each’s action. In Adam’s case ‘judgment … brought condemnation’ (5:16). In Christ’s case God’s ‘gift … brought justification’ (5:16). Paul notes another difference. God’s judgement ‘followed one sin’ (5:16) but His gift ‘followed many trespasses.’ (5:16). In the natural we would expect many sins to attract greater judgement than one sin. This shows the devastating impact of Adam’s single sin. Humanity has continued to sin. Christ’s death on the cross has forever dealt with ‘many trespasses’ (5:16).
Third, the ultimate impact of the two actions is also different. The ‘one man’ Adam and the ‘one man’ Jesus are juxtaposed as are the results of their actions; Adam brought ‘death’ but Christ brought ‘life’ (5:17). Through Adam ‘death reigned’ but instead of simply saying that through Christ ‘life reigned,’ Paul notes ‘those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!’ (5:17). Death was formerly our king and we were slaves under its tyranny. But now Christ has delivered us from the rule of death so radically that we rule over what has replaced it, life. We ‘reign in life’ (5:17). We are royalty, reigning under Christ with death under our feet now and one day to be completely destroyed.
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