THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION (1)
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.
                                                                                                                                                 Romans 5:1-5
Paul has explained the need for justification (1:18 – 3:20) and the way of justification (3:21 – 4:25). From the firm foundation of our being ‘justified through faith,’ he will now describe justification’s fruits in six bold assertions:

(1) we have peace with God (5:1)
The first blessing of justification is ‘peace with God’ (5:1), our reconciled relationship with Him. This peace is the objective state of harmony we now experience with God. Justification and reconciliation belong together. God does not declare the status of righteousness on us without at the same time establishing peace between us and Him and becoming our friend. This peace is ours through ‘our Lord Jesus Christ’ (5:1) who was both delivered to death and raised from the dead (4:25) for us. This is the heart of the peace the prophets saw as the greatest blessing of the messianic age, the peace of the kingdom of God, brought about by Jesus Christ, the Prince of peace.
(2) we stand in grace (5:2)
‘We have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand’ (5:2). We would expect Paul to say ‘we have constant access to God’ but what he says is that we have constant access ‘into this grace.’ Grace is normally understood as God’s free and unmerited favour, His undeserved, unsought-after and unconditional love; but Paul here describes, not grace as a quality, but more a ‘sphere’ of God’s grace. It is a state in which the believer lives, a privileged position of acceptance by Him.
Paul says two more things about this grace. First, ‘we have gained access’ into this grace (perfect tense: a completed action). We have not taken the initiative to enter. In fact we are unfit to enter so someone else has brought us in. Secondly, we have taken our firm stand (again perfect tense: a completed action) in this grace. Ours is not a periodic approach to God. We live in His presence. Our relationship with God is not sporadic but is continuous. In days of old one might fall in and out of favour with a king. Our standing before our God is secured by God’s unchanging grace. Nothing can separate us from the love of God (8:38f).
(3) we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God (5:2)
Biblical hope is a confident expectation of good that rests on the promises of God. The object of our hope is ‘the glory of God’ (5:2). His radiant splendour which has already been uniquely manifested in Jesus Christ, most of all in His death and resurrection (John 12:23f; 17:1ff), and which will one day be fully disclosed in the earth. First, Christ Himself will appear ‘with great power and glory’ (Mark 13:26). We will not only see His glory but will be changed into it (1 John 3:2). Then, secondly, redeemed human beings who were created to be ‘the image and glory of God’ but now through sin ‘fall short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23) will again and in full measure share in His glory (8:17). Finally and thirdly, the groaning creation ‘will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the sons of God’ (8:21). The renewed universe will be covered in its Creator’s glory. This is what we look forward to. Our vision of future glory is a powerful stimulus to present obedience. The verb ‘rejoice’ suggests both the idea of taking confidence in and of rejoicing in. Some versions translate it ‘boast’ (NIV ‘brag’ in 2:17; ‘boasting’ in 3:27).
So the first three fruits of justification relate to the past, present and future. ‘We have peace with God’ (because of our past forgiveness). We stand in grace (our present privilege). ‘We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God’ (our future privilege).
(4) we rejoice in our sufferings (5:3)
‘Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance … character … hope’ (5:3,4). We ‘rejoice’ (same word as the verse before) in our ‘sufferings’ (literally ‘pressures’), here the opposition and persecution of a hostile world. The word is almost a technical term for the suffering God’s people can expect in the final days before the end (Mark 13:19,24). Paul warned his converts that they ‘must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God’ (Acts 14:22 same word).
We are to do more than just endure these sufferings; we are to ‘rejoice’ in them. Why? First, suffering is the only pathway to glory. It was for Christ and is for us. Paul will tell the Roman church ‘we are co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory’ (8:17). 
Secondly, suffering leads not only to glory in the end but maturity in-between. If responded to positively, suffering can be productive. ‘Suffering produces perseverance’ (5:3). There is a quality of perseverance only found in those who have suffered for Christ. Next ‘perseverance’ produces ‘character’ (5:4). The word here translated ‘character’ was used of anything that had been tested and passed its test. The last link in the chain is ‘character’ produces ‘hope’ (5:4). The God who is developing our character can be trusted implicitly for our future.
Thirdly, suffering is the best context to learn to know the love of God. Suffering can make us doubt God’s love but the testimony of so many Christians is that they came to know the love of God in a way they had never before known and all while suffering. Paul has traced the sequence from suffering to perseverance, from perseverance to character, and from character to hope. Now he adds ‘and hope does not disappoint us’ (5:5) and it never will. Why? What is the ultimate ground on which our Christian hope rests? ‘And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us’ (5:5). The ultimate ground is the love of God. The reason our hope will never let us down is that God will never let us down. His love will never give us up or give up on us.
‘God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us’ (5:5). How can we be sure God loves us? We can be sure because first of all, the Holy Spirit is God’s gift to all believers (remembering that Paul is listing the results of justification). It is not possible to be justified by faith without at the same time being regenerated and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Secondly, the Holy Spirit was given to us (aorist tense – a past completed action) at our conversion. And thirdly, having been given to us, one of the Holy Spirit’s distinctive ministries is to pour God’s love into our hearts. This initial outpouring remains a permanent flood (‘poured out’ is perfect tense indicating something has happened and from that time continues to happen). To be strictly accurate Paul writes here not of the outpouring of the Spirit but of the outpouring of the love of God by the ministry of the Spirit in our hearts.
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