NO BOASTING NO DISCRIMINATION AND NO LAWLESSNESS
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith.28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 29 Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 31 Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.
                                                                                                                             Romans 3:27-31
Paul now re-opens his ‘diatribe’ (c.f. 3:1-8), his discussion with an imaginary listener. What he has written up to this point has some ‘loose ends’ that need to be tidied up. In 3:1-8 the issue was the charge that all humanity was under God’s judgement and that Jews were in no way shielded. Here the issue is justification by faith alone. 

‘Where, then, is boasting? ’ Jews were proud of what they saw as their righteous standing with God. They assumed a national, cultural and religious superiority. Paul himself, looking back on his pre-conversion life in Judaism, saw his zeal in persecuting the church and his faultless ‘legalistic righteousness’ as together constituting the ‘flesh’ he put his confidence in before as a Christian he began to ‘glory in Christ’ (Philippians 3:3-6).  

Boasting is the language of our fallen self-centredness. But for those who have been justified by faith, boasting is ‘excluded.’ This is not on the principle ‘of observing the law’ which might give someone grounds to boast, ‘but on that of faith’ which attributes salvation exclusively to Christ. The Christian believes that a sinner ‘is justified by faith apart from observing the law.’ Whether Paul has in mind ceremonial aspects of the law (following dietary and Sabbath rules) or moral (obeying God’s moral precepts), he is adamant that ‘observing the law’ cannot gain merit or favour or forgiveness from God. Salvation is ‘not by works so that no one can boast’ (Ephesians 2:9). Salvation only comes by faith in Christ which is why our boast can only ever be in Him. Praising and worshipping is the characteristic behavior of Christians, not just now but throughout eternity (Revelation 7:9,10).

‘Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too?’ The Jews were especially conscious of their covenant relationship with God, a relationship that excluded Gentiles. God had entrusted His special revelation to the Jews (3:2). To them belonged ‘the adoption as sons … the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises … the patriarchs and … the human ancestry of Christ’ (9:3-5). What the Jews forgot though was that their privileges were not so the Gentiles would be excluded but that they would ultimately be included when through Abraham’s family ‘all peoples on earth‘ would be blessed (Genesis 12:2,3). 

This covenant with Abraham has been fulfilled in Christ. He is Abraham’s ‘seed’ (Galatians 3:16) and through Him the blessing of salvation now extends to everyone who believes. If the gospel of justification by faith alone excludes all boasting, it also excludes all discrimination too. God is not ‘the God of Jews only’; He is ‘the God of Gentiles too … since there is only one God’ (the truth of monotheism unites us) who has only one way of salvation. He ‘will justify the circumcised (Jews) by faith and the uncircumcised (Gentiles) through that same faith.’

This applies to all other distinctions – race, nationality, class, sex or age. These distinctions continue in the natural but have no bearing on our standing before God and should have no impact on our fellowship with each other. At the foot of the cross, all people are equal. 

‘Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith?’ By ‘the law’ the Jews usually meant the Torah, the law given through Moses. Because the Hebrew word ‘torah’ was derived from the verb ‘to instruct,’ its meaning was extended to include the entire Old Testament scriptures (seen as God’s instruction). ‘Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.’ How we understand this depends on how we understand ‘the law.’ If the whole Old Testament is meant, the gospel of justification by faith law upholds the law by showing that the Old Testament taught the truth of justifying faith (3:21). If this is what Paul had in mind, the verse we are now looking at becomes a transition to Romans 4 where Paul argues that both Abraham and David were justified by faith.

If Paul is using ‘the law’ in the more restricted sense of the law of Moses, then saying faith upholds rather than nullifies the law can be understood in two ways. First, faith upholds the law by assigning it its proper place in God’s purposes. In His scheme of salvation law functioned to expose and condemn sin, keeping sinners locked up in guilt until Christ came to liberate them through faith. In this way the law and faith dovetail each other. Faith justifies those the law condemns.

The alternate explanation to faith upholding the law sees it as Paul’s response to a different set of critics. Paul must have been challenged with the charge that by declaring justification to be by faith and not obedience, he was actively encouraging disobedience. In Romans 6 - 8 he refutes this charge quite fully; here he just states that faith upholds the law. What he means and will expand on is that justified believers who live according to the Spirit fulfill the righteous requirements of the law (8:4; 13:8,10).

So by use of three questions Paul has opened up three implications of the gospel of justification by faith alone. Firstly, it humbles sinners and excludes boasting. Secondly, it unites believers and excludes discrimination, and thirdly, it upholds the law and excludes antinomianism (lawlessness). No boasting. No discrimination. No antinomianism. 
Without direct referencing these studies have drawn heavily on:

‘Romans’ (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries) by F. F. Bruce (Inter-Varsity Press, Nottingham, England, 2008) 

‘Romans’ (A New Covenant Commentary) by W. Dumbrell (Redeemer Baptist Press, North Parramatta, Australia, 2012)

‘Romans’ (The NIV Application Commentary Series) by Douglas Moo (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2000)

‘The Message of Romans’ (The Bible Speaks Today Series) by John Stott (Inter-Varsity Press, Nottingham, England, 2011)

‘Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words’ by W. E. Vine (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN, 1996)

‘Romans Part 1 (Paul for Everyone)’ by Tom Wright (SPCK, London, 2004) 

