2 JOHN

TITLE
This is the second in a series of three letters that carry John’s name. 2 and 3 John are the nearest to the conventional form of the Greco-Roman world letter, written from an individual to individuals. 2 and 3 John are the shortest epistles in the New Testament, each containing less than 300 Greek words. Each letter could fit on a single papyrus sheet (cf. 3 John 13).
CONTENT
The “elder” warns against false teachers who deny the incarnation of Christ
AUTHOR AND DATE
The author is the apostle John, who describes himself as the “elder,” conveying the advanced age of the apostle, his authority, and status. 

The precise date of the epistle cannot be determined, but since the wording, subject matter and circumstances of 2 John closely approximate 1 John (v.5 cf. 1 John 2:7; 3:11; v.6 cf. 1 John 5:3; v.7 cf. 1 John 2:18-26; v.9 cf. 1 John 2:23; v.12 cf. 1 John 1:4), a similar date is probable ie. c.95AD, and while John was in Ephesus in the latter part of his life
BACKGROUND AND SETTING
2 John deals with the same problems as 1 John. False teachers, influenced by the beginnings of Gnostic thought were threatening the church (v.7 cf. 1 John 2:18,19,22,23; 4:1-3). 

The recipient, “the chosen lady” is either a single, local congregation, or a woman who hosts a house church; “her children” are the members of the believing community.

The focus of 2 John is that the false teachers were conducting an itinerant ministry among John’s congregations, looking to make converts and take advantage of Christian hospitality to advance their cause (vs.10,11 cf. Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2; 1 Peter 4:9). The one addressed in the greeting (v.1) may have inadvertently or unwisely shown hospitality to these false prophets, or John may have feared that the false ministers would attempt to take advantage of this person’s kindness (vs.10,11)
EMPHASES
God’s command is that we walk in love, which means walking in truth and obedience; deceivers deny the incarnation (that Christ came in the flesh); continuing to walk in truth is to continue to walk with God; don’t show hospitality to those who deny the incarnation.
OVERVIEW
2 John is a miniature 1 John, pressing 1 John’s primary themes – love and the incarnation. But while 1 John was written to assure the elder’s own community that they, not the false prophets, walk in the truth, this letter warns a house church in another town that these deceivers are around. 2 John 10,11 anticipates the concern over hospitality that will be raised in 3 John.

UNDERSTANDING 2 JOHN

2 John and 3 John are both the size of ordinary letters in the Greco-Roman world, written on a single sheet of papyrus. Both letters close with a notice about John wanting to talk with the recipients “face to face” (which presumably indicates that he was running out of space).
Given the brevity of the letter, its word usage is very telling. In verses 1-6 note the repetition of truth (5), its companion walk (3), the associated word love (5), and love’s companion commandment (4). In verses 7-11 the “truth” is now the teaching (3), which has to do with “Jesus Christ coming in the flesh” and so with His being the true Son of the Father. Several words refer to those who reject this teaching: deceivers (2), antichrist (1).
These notes have drawn heavily on “How to Read the Bible Book by Book” by G. Fee and D. Stuart (Zondervan 2002, pp.417,418), and to a lesser extent “The MacArthur Bible Handbook” by J. MacArthur (Thomas Nelson Publishers 2003, pp.505-508) and “New Testament Survey” by M. Tenney (W.B.Eerdmans Publishing/Inter-Varsity Press 1997, pp.378,379) 

2 JOHN IN OUTLINE

Verses 1-3

These verses form the address and greeting. Writing to the “lady … and her children” John’s emphasis is on true believers (the writer, the lady and her children, and many others) as those who “know the truth.” The greeting (v.3) anticipates both sections of the letter (“Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son” and “in truth and love”)

Verses 4-6

These verses urge that “we love one another.” This is what it means to “walk in the truth” and so “walk in obedience to [God’s] commands.”

Verses 7-11

These verses warn against the “many deceivers, who … have gone out into the world.” The content of their deception is a denial of the incarnation; the content of the warning is for the “lady” to deny hospitality to such people, because “anyone who welcomes them shares in their wicked work.”
Verses 12,13

The urgency of this warning is made clear by the fact that this brief and hurried letter must be written and sent off before the elder can find time to visit and say these things personally and at length.
These notes are a full summary of “How to Read the Bible Book by Book” by G. Fee and D. Stuart (Zondervan 2002, pp.418-419)
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