2 TIMOTHY

TITLE
This is Paul’s second letter to Timothy and derives its name as such (for fuller detail about Timothy’s background, see 1Timothy notes).

CONTENT
An appeal to Timothy to remain loyal to Christ, to the gospel, and to Paul, including a final attack on the false teachers (of 1 Timothy)

AUTHOR AND DATE
While Paul’s authorship is doubted by some (see 1 Timothy notes), the weight of evidence favours Paul’s authorship.

This second letter to Timothy was written around 64AD from a prison in Rome (the lion in 4:17 is an allusion to Nero or to the empire itself)

BACKGROUND AND SETTING
Paul was released from his first Roman imprisonment for a short time of ministry, during which he wrote 1 Timothy and Titus. If Paul’s travels followed rigidly the lines marked out in the Pastorals, he stopped at Corinth (4:2) where Erastus chose to remain, at Miletus, where he left Trophimus sick, and at Troas (4:13). The exact order of his travels is not known. He did not stop at Ephesus, but sent Tychicus there. He must have been arrested without warning and then taken to Rome. His arrest may have been at Troas or Nicopolis. 2 Timothy finds Paul once again in prison (1:16; 2:9), apparently rearrested as part of Nero’s persecution of Christians. Unlike Paul’s confident hope of release during his first imprisonment (Philippians 1:19,25,26; 2:24), this time he has no such hopes (4:6-8). In his first imprisonment in Rome (c.60-62AD), before Nero had begun the persecution of Christians (64AD), he was only under house arrest and had opportunity for interaction with people and ministry (Acts 28:16-31). This time however, he was in a cold cell (4:13), in chains (2:9), and with no hope of deliverance (4:6). Abandoned by virtually all of those close to him for fear of persecution (cf. 1:15; 4:9-12,16), and facing imminent execution, Paul wrote to Timothy, urging him to hasten to Rome for one last visit (4:9,21). Whether Timothy made it to Rome before Paul’s execution is not known. According to tradition, Paul was not released and was executed as he had foreseen (4:6)

EMPHASES

The saving work of Christ, “who has destroyed death and brought life … through the gospel” (1:10); loyalty to Christ by perseverance in suffering and hardship; loyalty to Paul by recalling their longtime relationship; loyalty to the gospel by being faithful in proclaiming/teaching “the word” ( = the gospel message); the deadly spread but final demise of the false teaching; the final salvation of those who are Christ’s
OVERVIEW

This is Paul’s final (preserved) letter. At the end we learn that its primary purpose was to urge Timothy to join Paul in Rome as soon as possible (4:9,21), and to bring Mark and some personal items along with him when he comes (4:11,13). Timothy is to be replaced by Tychicus, the presumed bearer of the letter (4:12). The reason for haste is the onset of winter (4:21) and the fact that Paul’s preliminary court hearing has already taken place (4:16). But the majority of the letter shows little concern for this matter and is very much an appeal to Timothy to remain loyal to Paul and his gospel by embracing suffering and hardship. In this sense it also becomes a community document (plural “you” in 4:22b), implicitly urging believers to loyalty as well. This appeal is made in the context of the continuing influence of the false teachers (2:16-18; 3:13), the defection of many (1:15), and Paul’s expected execution (4:6-8).
 Everything in the letter reflects these matters, including the thanksgiving (1:3-5) and the concluding personal matters and instructions (4:9-18). The body of the letter is comprised of three major appeals to loyalty (1:6-2:13; 2:14-3:9; 3:10-4:8), each of which follows a similar A-B-A pattern, which together create the same pattern for the whole letter. In the first appeal it is loyalty-defection-loyalty (1:6-14/1:15-18/2:1-13); in the second it is opposition-loyalty-opposition (2:14-19/2:20-26/3:1-9); in the third it is Paul’s loyalty-appeal-Paul’s loyalty (3:10-12/3:14-4:2,5/4:6-8), interspersed with notes about opposition and desertion (3:13; 4:3,4). In the larger picture, the first and third sections are mostly appeal, while the middle section is mostly about the opposition.
UNDERSTANDING 2 TIMOTHY
This letter does not fit comfortably the category ‘Pastoral Epistle’ in the sense of offering instruction on church matters to a young pastor. But it is pastoral in the sense of Paul’s concern for Christ and the gospel.

2 Timothy is not the first letter from Paul while he was “chained” (2:9). But in contrast to the earlier ones (Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon), where he expects to be released (Philippians 1:24; 2:23,24; Philemon 22), here he is just as clearly expects to be executed
 (2 Timothy 4:6-9,16-18). While this adds a dimension of poignancy to the whole (the desertions are obviously painful 1:15; 4:9-12), there is no despair. On the contrary, hardship is part of the package (1:8; 2:3; 3:12; 4:5). Christ’s triumph over death and His bringing life rings loud and clear (1:10; 2:8-10,11,12a; 4:8,18).
Even the long section condemning the false teachers (2:14-3:9) is interlaced with words of hope – “The Lord knows those that are his” (2:19 echoing Numbers 16:5). This section also helps to substantiate what we know of the false teachers in 1 Timothy. They like to quarrel over words 
(2 Timothy 2:14,23); they have wandered away from the truth, arguing that the resurrection has already taken place (2:18); they have had noteworthy success among some “gullible women” (3:6,7); and their lifestyle does not conform to the gospel (3:1-5).
The Pastoral letters as a group reflect changes taking place in the transitional period between the close of the pioneer days and the emergence of the institutionalised organisation portrayed in Ignatius’ Epistle.

The growth of heresy is more apparent. Opposition to truth and doctrinal divergence appear in all Paul’s letters (legalism in Galatians, a refusal to believe in the resurrection in 1 Corinthians, the inroads of a philosophical cult in Colossians) but the causes were more sporadic and local (excepting the Judaisers). In the Pastoral letters, these same errors appear, but are intensified and continual.

Because of this, there is a greater stress on formulated creed than in the earlier writings. The specific doctrinal formulas in Titus, the call to “keep as the pattern of sound teaching (what you heard from me)” (2 Timothy 1:13), and the frequent sentences in creedal form (1 Timothy 1:15; 2:3-5; 3:16; 4:10; 2 Timothy 1:10; 2:8;3:16), all point to a church that was beginning to more clearly articulate its beliefs. The formula “Faithful is the saying” introduces a number of statements that must have been part of the church’s oral teaching (1 Timothy 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; 

2 Timothy 2:11; Titus 3:8). The phrase “sound doctrine” occurs frequently (1 Timothy 1:10; 6:3; 2 Timothy 1:13; 4:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1,8), where “sound” means “healthy” and is usually connected with good works as with correct principles. What we believe and how we live are always interconnected in scripture.
These notes have drawn heavily on “How to Read the Bible Book by Book” by G. Fee and D. Stuart (Zondervan 2002, pp.379-381), and to a lesser extent “The MacArthur Bible Handbook” by J. MacArthur (Thomas Nelson Publishers 2003, pp.445-450) and “New Testament Survey” by M. Tenney (W.B.Eerdmans Publishing/Inter-Varsity Press 1997, pp.339-343)

2 TIMOTHY IN OUTLINE

1 :1-5 Salutation and Thanksgiving

In contrast to 1 Timothy and Titus, which are more business-like, this letter has a thanksgiving, which also (typically) anticipates much that is in the letter. Paul and Timothy’s relationship is emphasised, as s Timothy’s loyalty to the faith of his forebears
1:6 – 2:13 First Appeal

The first appeal sets the tone for the whole; it is basically two-fold for Timothy to (1) join Paul in suffering for the gospel (v.8) and (2) guard what has been entrusted to him (vs.13,14). The basis of the appeal is the work of the Spirit (vs.6,7,14), Christ and the gospel (vs.9,10), and Paul’s example (vs.11,12).

The appeal is then interrupted to set in contrast the many who were not loyal (v.15) and one who was (Onesiphorus vs.16-18)

There is a new twist when the appeal is renewed (2:1-13) – Timothy must entrust to others what has been entrusted to him (v.2) – because he is being pulled out of Ephesus. After a series of analogies emphasising loyalty, single-mindedness, and expectation of final reward (vs.3-7), Paul reinforces the appeal once more by reminding Timothy of Christ and of Paul himself (vs.8-10), concluding with a “trustworthy saying” (vs.11-13) that emphasises God’s faithfulness.
2:14 – 3:9 Context for the Appeal: the False Teachers

As in 1 Timothy, words to Timothy are set in the context of the false teachers. The first warning against the false teachers (2:14-18) emphasises their “quarreling about words” and “godless chatter” and their corrosive influence. Yet “God knows those who are his” and these “must turn away from wickedness” (v.19 which prepares the way for what follows).

The contrasting appeal to Timothy (2:20-26) starts with an analogy (he must cleanse himself and the church of articles used for refuse) before emphasising the need for a gentle, not quarrelsome, spirit (even in dealing with the opponents)

Paul returns to the false teachers in 3:1-9, describing their self-centredness (vs.1-5) and their deceitful sway over some “gullible women” (vs.6,7), comparing them to the Egyptian sorcerers (vs.8,9).
3:10 – 4:8 Final Appeal

The first appeal focused primarily on Christ and the gospel; this appeal focuses primarily on Timothy’s long relationship to Paul, and Paul’s own modeling of the gospel (3:10-13; 4:6-8). These two passages enclose the appeal itself, first to Timothy’s own past (3:14-17), and secondly to Timothy’s ministry, given the many defections from the truth (4:1-5).
4:9-18 The First Reason for the Letter

Paul concludes with his primary reason for writing in the first place – to urge Timothy to come quickly (before winter v.21), and bring some personal things with him (vs.9,13). This is said against the backdrop of deserters and some others having been sent out on ministry (vs.10-12). Since Timothy will come through Troas, Paul warns him about Alexander (vs.14,15). He concludes with information about his “first defence” ( = a kind of grand-jury inquiry), which for him was a moment of triumph for the gospel. Rescued from the “lion’s mouth” in this first instance, he nonetheless looks forward to the heavenly kingdom.

4:19-22 Final Greetings

Unlike 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy is more truly a letter in its overall style; so it concludes with greetings to and from friends, plus the grace benediction 

These notes are a full summary of “How to Read the Bible Book by Book” by G. Fee and D. Stuart (Zondervan 2002, pp.381-382)
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