2 THESSALONIANS SERIES

THE DOCTRINE AND DISCIPLINE OF WORK 

(2 Thessalonians 3:6-18)

Australians have a love-hate relationship with work

· we treat work as a necessary evil that meets our needs so we can be comfortable when we’re not working – either on weekends or in retirement

· the Bible approach to work is a little bit different

This passage has three sections

(1) the doctrine regarding work (vs.6-10)

(2) the discipline regarding work (vs.11-15)

(3) final greetings (vs.16-18)

(1) the doctrine regarding work (vs.6-10)

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us
                                                                                                                       (2 Thessalonians 2:6)

Jewish proverb: a man who does not teach his son a trade has taught him to steal

· one sin affecting the church here was laziness

· a lazy person will always take far more from others than he gives back

· a possible way of thinking in the church was: Jesus is coming back so soon. Working is a waste of time. Time is too short

· but this is a false argument 

· this was my thinking toward the end of my University days

· Paul wrote as a Hebrew man to Greek men

· Greeks had a different attitude to work 

· Greeks saw work as a necessary evil to be avoided

· Greek gods were gods of leisure and not gods who ever worked and this is what Greeks copied

· 2/3 of society were slaves who did the work

· Greeks looked up to any man who didn’t have to work

· but the Jews worshipped a God who worked

· Genesis says God worked for 6 days and rested on the 7th 

· John 5:17 My Father is always at his work to this very day and I too am working
· Jesus worked as a carpenter for 17 years (from the ages of 13 to 30) and as full time itinerant worker for 3 years

· because God worked, the Jew worked

· even a rabbi had to have a trade before he was ordained as a rabbi

· the Bible College I went to would not take someone straight from high school. They had to have proved themselves in either work or further study first
For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you
                                                                                                                 (2 Thessalonians 3:7,8)
Paul saying: you saw how hard we worked

· the normal pattern for the Christian life is to earn the bread you eat

· the early church provided for those without a breadwinner but not for those with a breadwinner who refused to work

· missionaries use the term “rice Christians” for those who come to meetings, not because they have a hunger for God, but to get the rice the missionary gives out

We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.”

                                                                                                                      (2 Thessalonians 3:9,10)
In 1 Corinthians 9 Paul writes that a supported preacher is in the same category as a laborer (worthy of his hire). He’s simply earning his wage in a different way

· the Bible doesn’t distinguish between Christian service and any other service

· Paul is saying he had every right to be supported from the Thessalonian church, but when he came there, he wanted to be an example to them of what a Christian who follows the true God looks like – so he worked with his hands 

· v.10 rule: If a man will not work, he shall not eat
· if someone won’t work, Christians should not take up their support

· society should never make it more profitable not to work than to work

(2) the discipline regarding work (vs.11-15)

We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies.

                                                                                                                      (2 Thessalonians 3:11)
If you’re not hard working yourself, you’re too likely to go round telling others what to do and what not to do

· Paul expected Christians to be busy

· when you’re busy yourself, you don’t go round meddling in other peoples’ lives

· last year I was talking with someone who worked in a company where he oversighted a dozen or so men. He didn’t find correcting men easy but commented to me that the hardest guy to correct was constantly at someone else’s worktable instead of his own. When asked “why” he would always say he was helping the other person. That was his excuse. It wasn’t the real reason
Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat

                                                                                                                        (2 Thessalonians 3:12)
Paul first appeals to their conscience

· all work is work if you’re earning what you eat and if you’re worth it to the people you’re serving

And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right

                                                                                                                         (2 Thessalonians 3:13)
Learn to do things because they’re right, not because they’re successful

· we get impatient too quickly

· before the New Hebrides revival (Scotland) a man turned up at the local chapel every week on the prayer meeting night for years – and was always the only one. But when the revival broke out in 1949, God visited that little chapel in amazing power

· we are called to be salt to the world, not pepper. Salt preserves food from decay; pepper just gives it a different flavour

If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother

                                                                                                                  (2 Thessalonians 3:14,15)
Paul first appealed to the conscience. He now refers it to the Christian community

· there’s a time and place for discipline

· being sent to your room is still a valid discipline. You’re still part of the family but for a time you can’t join with them in what they do. Your behaviour has separated you

(3) final greetings (vs.16-18)

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you

                                                                                                              (2 Thessalonians 3:16)
Peace in my heart comes from being in harmony with the God of peace

· John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives
· the world doesn’t have this peace and a Christian out of touch with God or out of harmony with God doesn’t either

I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand, which is the distinguishing mark in all my letters. This is how I write

                                                                                                                 (2 Thessalonians 3:17)
Paul writes this knowing the church had previously received a letter supposedly from Paul about Jesus’ return but one he never wrote
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all

                                                                                                                  (2 Thessalonians 3:18)
Paul ended 1 Thessalonians with The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. This time he adds all = includes the lazy, the busybodies - all

