2 THESSALONIANS SERIES

THE MAN OF LAWLESSNESS 

(2 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

When you preach your way through any of the Bible expositionally, you have to tackle controversial passages; and we have one here.

A good Bible teacher will always follow these three rules:
(1) a text cannot mean to us what it could not have meant to those it was first addressed to

(2) be as clear as the Bible is clear; nothing less, nothing more, nothing else

(3) when trying to understand a verse or passage, don’t begin by applying a system/pattern of   

     understanding (deduction); always begin with what that verse or passage teaches (induction). In this 

     way let scripture explain scripture

The chapter has two parts:

(1) the man of lawlessness (vs.1-12)

(2) why we can stand firm (vs.13-17)

(1) The Man of Lawlessness (vs.1-12)

Paul will write this as a series of facts because the church got the facts wrong
Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be easily unsettles or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come

                                                                                                                             (2 Thessalonians 2:1,2)

Paul had taught Christ’s return was a firm anchor for the Christian, but he is now writing to tell them they’ve been shaken in their minds (unsettled v.2) and come adrift from their moorings as if by a fierce storm (alarmed v.2)

· we can become imbalanced even with truth (story of Christian girl in England who spent her time in graveyards because she wanted to see dead bodies transformed into glorified bodies when Jesus came back)

· they had the fundamentals right (v.1)

(1) Jesus is coming back

· singular noun = one coming

(2) when He does we will be gathered up to be with Him

· a single return when the church is taken up to be with Christ

They had two wrong understandings

(1) Jesus could come back at any time without warning

· how many of us were brought up to believe this?

(2) the day of Jesus’ return had already happened

· we think this is ridiculous but around 7 million Jehovah’s Witnesses believe Jesus has come
          back. Charles Russell, the founder of the Jehovah’s Witnesses taught the world would end in 
          1874. When that didn’t happen he revised it to 1914. When it didn’t happen again, Judge J.
          H. Rutherford claimed Jesus came back in 1914
Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction

                                                                                                                                  (2 Thessalonians 2:3)
Before Jesus’ return, these two things must occur
(1) the rebellion 
(2) the man of lawlessness is revealed 
There is a very real sense in which we have to be ready for the end at any time; death can take us today or any day

· rebellion = apostasia = turning away

· the inference is that this is in the church

· in the last 2000 years there have been many rebellions
· “nature abhors a vacuum” so this spiritual vacuum will be filled by a new figure 

· man of lawlessness: hostile to the rule of law
· doomed to destruction = Hebraism = whose destiny is destruction
He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshipped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God

                                                                                                                                    (2 Thessalonians 2:4)
· sets himself up = takes his seat
· he is claiming to sit next to God or more likely, claiming to take God’s place – to be as God to
          the church (proclaiming himself to be God)
· in God’s temple

· there are two words translated ‘temple’ in the New Testament
(1) hieron = Jewish temple or (sometimes) a heathen temple

(2) naos = holy of holies, the place of God’s presence

· the word used here is the second, used by Paul nine times, always of the church (never of the Jewish temple or any other kind of temple)
· so Paul here means us to understand that the man of lawlessness sets himself up as the leader of the church 
· over the years different people have been heralded as the man of lawlessness (Barry Smith very prominently proclaimed Henry Kissenger through his worldwide preaching)
· some today claim president Obama is the man of lawlessness (surprisingly most of the same people claim he’s a Moslem and so could never be recognised by Christians as their leader)
Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things?
                                                                                                                                      (2 Thessalonians 2:5)
I can’t remember a Bible study or a meeting I missed that turned out to be the Bible study or the meeting. But if I’d missed this one, it would have been the one
And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way
                                                                                                                                    (2 Thessalonians 2:6,7)
Two things are happening:
(1) lawlessness is happening 

(2) something is restraining this lawlessness from breaking out into open rebellion

What do we know about this power that is restraining lawlessness from breaking out?
(1) that ‘something’ is embodied in a person (v.7 until he is taken out of the way)
(2) only when that person is removed can lawlessness be really released (vs.7,8)
(3) that ‘something’ or ‘someone’ is spoken of in a guarded way as if Paul was careful if this letter was
    read by the occupying Romans
Over 2000 years this restraining power has been thought to be any one of many things. Amongst the most popular are:
(1) the Holy Spirit
· but in what sense is He taken out of the way?

(2) the church (the salt of the earth so when removed, corruption sets in)
· but if the church is removed the man of lawlessness can hardly be said to set himself up in the church (temple of God)
· also Jesus returns for the church and at the same time slays the man of lawlessness (v.8)
(3) the strong rule of law embodied in the nation or Empire’s leader
· I think Paul thought it was the last
· the early church fathers generally thought this was what Paul was alluding to
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming

                                                                                                                               (2 Thessalonians 2:8)

So after a time of political, social, moral and spiritual chaos, Jesus returns
· in a moment Jesus will 
(1) overthrow (him) with the breath of his mouth

(2) destroy (him) by the splendor of his coming

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders

                                                                                                                                (2 Thessalonians 2:9)

This scripture has been used by some Christians to claim all miracles today are false

· if you were going to forge money, what coin or note would you forge? Obviously one with a high value
· when Moses went to Pharaoh’s court, the magicians initially could copy the miracles God performed through Moses. Moses threw down his staff and it became a snake. The magicians threw down their staffs and they became snakes. What happened next?
And in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness
                                                                                                                               (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12)
A casual reading makes it sound like God locks people into error, but what is it really saying?

(1) some people delight in wickedness (v.12)

· the problem is moral not mental

· when a Christian leader falls, we throw out his books, CD’s, DVD’s, because we think he believed the wrong thing. What they believed was not the main issue. The main issue was enjoying the sin

(2) they refuse to believe and love the truth (because it is impossible to love truth and wickedness 
     simultaneously) (v.10)

(3) Satan deceives them (v.9)

(4) God gives them over to the lie they have believed (v.11) 

(5) they are condemned (v.12)

· God says “if you choose that, I won’t stop you, but it will become your punishment”

· C.S.Lewis argued strongly that “God doesn’t send anyone to hell.” He went on to explain that those in hell are “successful rebels to the end. The doors of hell are locked on the inside”

· the final issue is whether we want to be left to ourselves to do wrong (“No one going to stop me doing what I want to do”)

In summary:

(1) The Thessalonian church got two facts right:

(1) Jesus is coming back (single return)

(2) when He does we will be gathered up to be with Him
       (2) The Thessalonian church got two facts wrong: 

(1) Jesus could come back at any time without warning

(2) the day of Jesus’ return had already happened
 (3) Before Jesus’ return, two things will have already occurred:

(1) the rebellion

(2) the man of lawlessness revealed
 (4) A power that now restrains lawlessness will be removed
 (5) In the midst of a lawless time the man of sin will come to the fore
 (6) The man of lawlessness will set himself up in the church as its head and ruler
 (7) Those who love wickedness will embrace the lies of this man
 (8) At Jesus’ return He will bring to an end this man of lawlessness and will be revealed in glorious
      splendour as the true head of the church

