UNDERSTANDING THE SECOND ARGUMENT

Paul’s primary concern in this new section is to show once more that the true children of Abraham are not under confinement to Torah, and so are ‘free.’ In one sense the former concerns remain: 
(a) the immediate focus is again on Abraham 
(b) the ultimate question is who are the true sons of Abraham, since 
(c) the ‘true sons’ are sons according to the promise, who 
(d) are thus destined to inherit the promise and 
(e) the Spirit once again plays the primary role, this time as the key to both the promise and the inheritance.

Paul now turns to these matters by way of the theme of slavery that emerged in 4:1-7. The theme is picked up through Hagar. But the issue remains the same: ‘enslavement to the Law’ with a hint the Galatians are being ‘enslaved’ by the agitators. The theme of freedom is then picked up through Sarah and her son. Isaac, who, Paul says was ‘born by the power of the Spirit’ (4:29). Paul concludes the argument by making the same point he made in 3:29 and 4:1-7, that ‘we are not children of the slave woman ( = Law), but of the free woman ( = Christ)’ (4:31). Near the end (4:29) he brings in the agitators again, as those born ‘according to the flesh’ who are persecuting those born ‘according to the Spirit’ and who must be ‘thrown out.’

Summarising the points: a. and b. below carried the biblical data for Paul’s first argument; c. carries the biblical data for his second argument.
a. 3:23-29 by faith in Christ, Gentiles belong to the true ‘seed’ of Abraham; and the Law was the temporary
                 measure until this should happen
b. 4:1-7 by faith in Christ, Gentiles are true ‘sons of God’; the Law meant slavery, but they are now free through
                Christ and the Spirit
c. 4:21-31 by faith in Christ, Gentiles are true ‘sons of Sarah’ (born into freedom); since the Law means to be
                born into slavery, they must cast out the persecutors

This second argument comes in three parts: the presentation of the biblical data (4:21-23); the analogical interpretation of the data (4:24-27) and the application to the Galatians (4:28-31).

In the first two paragraphs of chapter 5, Paul wraps up this argument with a two-fold appeal. The first appeal (5:1-6) picks up the theme of ‘freedom’ from the preceding argument. Here Paul points out the disastrous results if the Galatian men submit to Jewish circumcision: they will be alienated from Christ and so will have fallen from grace. He concludes in 5:5,6 with the divine alternative.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the second appeal in 5:7-12, Paul simply cannot understand how the Galatian believers can have been so completely duped by those who in reality are their enemies. So, he ends saying that instead of applying the knife to other men’s flesh, the agitators should emasculate themselves. With that Paul turns to the final argument, showing how the Spirit functions as the fully-adequate divine replacement of Torah, thus eliminating any need for to be locked in to Law-observance (5:13 – 6:10).
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