HEARTS AND MINDS SET ON CHRIST AND THINGS ABOVE
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory
                                                                                                                                            Colossians 3:1-4

The church in Colosse has come under the influence of a false teaching. This false teaching emphasises dietary regulations and the observance of Jewish festivals and the Sabbath. In his defence of the true gospel Paul has declared that these regulations cannot produce holiness in the life of the one who follows them (2:23). They are a parody of the truth. This false religion focuses on the world and the body as the spheres where holiness operates, but ends up being both worldly and fleshly. The old method of holiness attacked symptoms but God’s true solution goes for the root.
This part of Paul’s letter places Christians in ‘the age to come,’ the new age, and requires that we live accordingly. In 3:1-4 Paul establishes the basis for this truth: Christians are already ‘risen’ in Christ. In 3:5-11 he describes the life of the old age and urges the Colossians to make a clean break with it. In 3:12-17 he encourages them to embrace the life of the new age and in 3:18 – 4:1 he applies this detail to daily life in the family and the place of work. Finally in 4;2-6 he exhorts them to constant prayer and witness in the world.

Paul has drawn out the implications of dying with Christ (2:20-23). The Colossians have left behind the old age. Now he draws out the implications of having risen with Christ. They have entered the new age and belonging there by right, do not have to struggle to hold membership in God’s family. They already have it. All that’s needed now is to allow its life to be worked out in them. ‘Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on (literally: seek) things above … Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things’ (3:1,2).
There are three focal points:

(1) the fact that Christ’s people are already risen with Him

(2) the appeal to an application of the mind and will

(3) the object of that application of the mind and will
The first of these points is explored in 3:3,4 and will be taken up after the discussion of 3:1,2.
The second point makes a deliberate contrast with the spurious methods of holiness attacked in 2:8-23. Submission to the ‘powers’ and their outward regulations is dehumanising. Mind and heart need to be working in conjunction with what the body is required to do. God’s purpose in Christ is to produce truly ‘human’ people who find the service of God a new coming together of thought and action. Someone who truly understands who he or she is in Christ is further along the road to genuine holiness than someone who, in confusion, imagines that the new life is the result rather than the starting point for the daily battle with temptation.

The third point, the object of the ‘seeking,’ the place where thoughts are to rest, is ‘on things above,’ contrasted in 3:2 with ‘earthly things.’ This is an implicit contrast with 2:16-23. The ‘things above’ are probably the qualities listed in 3:12ff and ‘over all these virtues is love which binds them all together’ (3:14). These virtues are the characteristics of heaven because heaven is, ‘where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God’ (3:1). The command to aspire to the things of heaven is a command to meditate and dwell on Christ’s life and on the fact that He is now enthroned as the Lord of the Universe.
The command to set the heart and mind on ‘the things above’ is now reinforced. ‘For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory’ (3:3,4). Here is a full though brief description of the believer’s status. With Christ he or she has died, is risen and will appear in glory. This is the balance between the ‘already’ and ‘not yet’ of the Christian life. The new age has dawned and Christians already belong to it. The old age, however, has not finished and until we die or until the second coming, our new life will be a secret truth, ‘hidden’ from view from others.

The full and complete life of Christians becomes part of the ‘mystery,’ the secret plan of God, to be revealed to the world at the end of time. That life is ‘hidden with Christ in God (2:3). That life is Christ Himself (3:4), their hope of glory (1:27). As in Romans 8:18ff and 1 John 3:1ff the Christian hope is more than just Christ’s return. It includes the full revelation of who we are in Christ. The Colossians, insignificant ex-pagans from a third rate country town, will be seen in glory. This is how they are to regard their life and this is the foundation on which they are now to build genuine holiness and Christian maturity.
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