ALREADY HAVING THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST
See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.
9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ who is the head over every power and authority
                                                                                                                                   Colossians 2:8-10
The warnings in this present section continue until 2:23, but 2:20-3:4 forms a bridge between these warnings and the ethical instructions of chapter 3. 
The section here begins, characteristically, with a summary statement (2:8) whose implications are then worked out.

Its main thrust can be summarised: the Colossians already possess all they need, through belonging to the crucified and risen Jesus Christ. Judaism, (or some form of Judaistic Gnosticism), apparently offering so much to pagans, is itself just another form of religious life of the ‘present age,’ which has been superseded now that the Messiah has been raised from the dead and so has inaugurated ‘the age to come.’ 

‘See to it that no one takes you captive’ (2:8). The verb translated ‘takes you captive’ (Greek: sylagogein) is very close to the word ‘synagogue.’ See to it that that no one snatches you away from the flock of Christ to lock you up instead in Judaism. Christians might be snatched away ‘through hollow and deceptive philosophy’ (2:8). In place of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge that the Colossians already possessed in Christ (2:3), this philosophy offered only ‘human tradition and the basic principles of this world’ (2:8). The term ‘human tradition’ recalls both Isaiah’s (29:13) and Jesus’ words (Mark 7:5ff) against the transformation of true, living religion into a set of ideas and rules handed down on a purely human level.
The second phrase, ‘basic principles,’ can mean either the rudiments, the basic principles of a subject, or, the elements supposed by early science to make up the physical world (earth, air, water and fire), or, the elemental spirits of the universe, identified as the ‘deities’ that presided over nations and peoples. From the context of the chapter the last is most likely – the national ‘gods’ supposed to rule over the different areas and races of the world. In Paul’s thinking, these ‘gods’ existed but they were not God.
Three points are basic to Paul’s argument about these ‘powers.’

(1) Christ is the ruler of the nations and of any powers that might stand behind them in the world of mythology

(2) the Colossians, in being set free from their spiritual solidarities by belonging to the new world wide people of God, have also been released from their local ‘deities’

(3) what Judaism might offer to ex-pagan Christians is in fact just another religion composed like any other of allegiances, rules and regulations, which function at a worldly level

The alternative to this superficial ‘philosophy’ is the system of life and truth that depends ‘on Christ’ (2:8). This passage climaxes the Christological theme that has been developing since 1:15-20 and that has been exploring what it means for Christians to be ‘in Christ.’

This brings us to the main reason why the Colossians must not be ‘taken captive’ by this ‘philosophy’: ‘in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form’ (2:9). This is an expansion of 1:19 (‘For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him’). The word translated ‘in bodily form’ can also mean ‘actually’ or ‘in solid reality.’ Part of Paul’s point is that the incarnation, the taking of ‘bodily form’ by God, was and is the ‘solid reality’ in which were fulfilled all the earlier foreshadowings, all the ancient promises that God would dwell with His people. The word translated ‘the Deity’ (Greek: theotes) is to be distinguished from another Greek term, theiotes, which described being God-like.
Paul’s statement, ‘For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form’ (2:9) carries two strong implications:

(1) Christians have no need to pay homage to lesser beings. In fact, all ‘lords’ become idols when contrasted with Christ. He is not one of a hierarchy of intermediary beings, angelic or even in some sense divine. He is uniquely ‘God’s presence and His very self.’
(2) Paul is anxious to show that all the advantages of monotheism (which attracted many Gentiles away from the pagan pantheon of ‘gods’) are true of Christianity. Christ is not a second, separate Deity. He is the embodiment and full expression of the one God.

Those who belong to Him then ‘have been given fullness in Christ’ (2:10). By our union with Christ, we are participants in His very life. If the fullness of deity resides in Him, His fullness was imparted to them. Without Him, His people remain incomplete, unable to fulfill their destiny. But united with Him, incorporated in Him, they are joined with Him in a living bond in which He completes them. 

Nor do they need to submit to any other master because He ‘is the head over every power and authority’ (2:10). All power structures, ancient and modern, whether political, economic, religious or racial, have the potential to become rivals to Christ, trying to entice His followers to submit themselves to them to find a fuller security. Paul is adamant: Christ’s people need no one but Him.
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