1 THESSALONIANS SERIES

Part 8 –Final Instructions Part 2

(I Thessalonians 5:19–28)

When I was a boy and we had fish for a meal, my mother would have bread at hand. The belief back then was that if you swallowed a bone and quickly ate some bread, it would to stop the pain of the bone going down. 
In recent decades volumes have been written and preached about the Holy Spirit. While most of this has been extremely helpful, some teaching is more like the bone that shouldn’t have been swallowed in the first place
In vs.1-11 Paul has characterised the believers as belonging to “the day” and not the night (v.5)

In vs.12-24 Paul characterises the believers as belonging to “the family”

Paul will talk about five areas that need to be focused on:

(1) their relationship to their local church leaders (vs.12,13a) 

(2) their relationship to other believers in their church life together (vs.13b-15)

(3) their need to pursue spiritual disciplines (vs.16-18)

(4) their response to the Holy Spirit (in general) and to prophecy (in particular) (vs.19-22)

(5) their need to cooperate with God’s sanctifying work in their lives (vs.23,24)

(4) focus on your response to the Holy Spirit and the gift of prophecy (vs.19-22)

Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil                                                          

                                                                                                                     (1 Thessalonians 5:19-22)

I’ve had three mountain peak experiences with the Holy Spirit

(1) at the age of 17 when I was born of the Spirit

(2) almost three years later when I was baptised in the Holy Spirit

(3) more recently when I did a series on “Making the Holy Spirit your Life-long Partner.” 

    Preparing that series changed me in some significant ways. 

· I began to specifically wait on the Holy Spirit each day 

· as I did I began to grow more sensitive to what the Spirit loves and what He doesn’t 

· as that sensitivity has grown, so has what He expects from me (you would expect more of a 20 year old than you would a 15 year old)
Do not put out the Spirit’s fire (1 Thessalonians 5:19)
Certainly going back a few years there were two extremes:

· those who would allow no emphasis on the Holy Spirit 

· those who overly emphasised the Holy Spirit and who sometimes allowed extremes to take place

· there is a big difference between emotion and emotionalism

· emotions are part of who we are (the Bible constantly talks about feelings)
· emotionalism allows emotions to rule us (that’s not God’s best)
· when a fire starts there can be a lot of smoke, and the smoke can get in your eyes. When that happens we try to get away from the smoke. But sometimes the best thing to do is to fan the fire into flame

do not treat prophecies with contempt. (1 Thessalonians 5:20)

The gift of prophecy is ‘the special ability that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to receive and communicate an immediate message of God to His people through a divinely anointed utterance’ (Peter Wagner)

· through the gift of prophecy we can know how God sees or feels about a situation

· Paul was writing to a church that was probably reacting to some extremes by disregarding or even stopping prophecy (cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:1,2)

Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:21,22)  

In my early days in a Pentecostal church I thought prophecy was pure, so when I came across this verse I was dumbfounded

· prophecy comes through a person and that person is like a filter. A filter can add to or take from what passes through it

· I was at a meeting one time when someone who I knew to be a dominating personality
         prophesied that everyone was to get down on their knees. I watched many of the people
         battle through pain to follow the directive. I didn’t get down on my knees and neither
         did the speaker. We looked at each other and smiled

· 1 Corinthians 14:3 to build up, stir up, cheer up

· the gift of prophecy here is not corrective

· the gift of prophecy here is not directive

· many years back a particular person advertised himself as God’s appointed prophet to our city. He turned up in a meeting in this church one night and prophesied doom and gloom. I took over the song leading and we sang “God can do it again.” He walked out. He was disguising his judgemental spirit as a prophetic word from God
· ‘good’ = (kalos) = this word was commonly used for distinguishing a genuine coin from a
          counterfeit 

· as a church we believe implicitly in the gift of prophecy

· once every 12 to 18 months we try to have a speaker with a strong, trusted, prophetic ministry

(5) focus on cooperating with God in His sanctifying work in your life (vs.23,24)

May God himself, the Gods of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it 
                                                                                                                                (1 Thessalonians 5:23,24)
‘May God himself, the God of peace…’

· the corresponding Hebrew word for peace = shalom = wholeness

In v.23 Paul is praying for two things

(1) that God will sanctify them through and through

· the emphasis is on every part being included

· through and through = holoteles = from holos = all, whole, and telos = end; i.e. all to the end

· God’s sanctifying work in us can be very uneven. God wants to correct that

· we need to look for clusters of things happening in our life. These are clues to what God is

         working on

· when our church first joined the denomination we’re in, I found the pastors’ meetings difficult. I hardly knew anyone and found myself by myself reasonably often. But at the same time I knew God was dealing with me very much over my low self esteem. Before going to the meetings I would ask God to heal my self esteem problem. Whenever I found myself alone I would continue praying. After a little while it didn’t matter whether I was by myself or not. God was healing how I saw and felt about myself
· we only know how deep sin goes when we try to change our behaviour in any particular area

· I often think of the add for a toothpaste a few years back where they soaked a piece of chalk in ink and then broke the chalk in half. You could see how the ink had soaked into the chalk. That pictures what sin does
The second thing Paul was praying for was:
(2) that their spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of Christ

· the emphasis is on every part being in right order, in right place, in right proportion

· whole = holokleros  = from holos  = all, and kleros = a lot; i.e. sound or whole because a right order is followed (lots were used in the Old Testament to determine the order things were to happen)

· people have taken this text to prove that we are three part – body, soul and spirit – but Paul’s emphasis is on how the different parts that make us what we are, need to be in proper order

· through our spirit we have God consciousness

· through our soul we have self consciousness

· through our body we have world consciousness

· we have to get the order right: God consciousness comes first

· we bring our lives into harmony with God’s Word mainly by regularly reflecting on God’s Word

· do you work on that?

· do you read the Bible daily?

· do you reflect on what you read?

· God consciousness is not mysticism

· I spent some time this week with a man who has had a series of mystical experiences, some of which he attributed to God. Just about all to me were from the demonic realm

The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it (1 Thessalonians 5:24)
We just have to cooperate with God and not hinder Him. We don’t have to do all the work

Brothers, pray for us (1 Thessalonians 5:25)
It shows Paul’s humility as a seasoned apostle to ask this very young and quite small church to pray for him

Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss (1 Thessalonians 5:26)
Whatever this looked like in the early church, when Christians come together, they should greet each other in a way that is stronger, warmer and more personal than what would be culturally normal

I charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

                                                                                                                            (1 Thessalonians 5:27,28)

Paul finishes most of his letters with a desire that his readers continue in God’s grace

· grace is God’s favour and blessing to the undeserving and the ill-deserving
