1 THESSALONIANS SERIES

Part 6 – Living the Gospel on Three Levels 

(I Thessalonians 4:1-12)

The compass was first invented by the Chinese a thousand years back. Within a hundred years it was being used by ships at sea to help seamen get their bearings when they could no longer see land. It was used in smaller ships for many hundreds of years in this way until larger ships began to be built. These larger ships used more and more iron in their frame until it was finally realised the iron was affecting the compass. So the compass had to be protected from the affect of the iron to work accurately

God has given us a moral compass. It’s our conscience. But like the compass in iron framed ships, our conscience can be affected by what’s around it

· at one extreme our conscience can be conditioned by the way we were raised. Sometimes our parents made us feel guilty about things God says are good and acceptable
· at the other extreme we can disobey our conscience so much and so often that it stops telling us the difference between right and wrong

When we come to Christ our conscience is able to be helped by the Holy Spirit. We can bring our conscience into alignment with Christ and steer a true course

· Matthew 28:18-20  ( … teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you …)
· we have to be taught. This is how we bring our conscience into line with Christ

Finally brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, ass in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more (1 Thessalonians 4:1)
· some years back a girl angrily told me after a meeting, “You have no right to tell anyone how to live”

· we have to be taught how to live a life that pleases God 

· there’s a big difference between doing the minimum for someone and doing what you know will please them

· ‘I only do those things that please him’ (John 8:29)

· part of the weekly duties for a church youth leader I knew was to put an advertisement for their church in the local Saturday newspaper. The youth leader knew this was not an effective way to advertise and sometimes intentionally “forgot.” But in time he came to see that if he was going to have a heart that pleased Jesus he had to have a heart that pleased his pastor. After that the advertisement was never left out
For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus (1 Thessalonians 4:2)
· what he’s about to say comes with Jesus’ sanction

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified … (1 Thessalonians 4:3a)
· in my early Christian life I thought God’s will mainly related to where I went, what I did that day

· over time I realised God is more interested 

· in my character than my career
· not so much in what I do but how I do it

· not what I achieve but what I become
· you and I have to find God’s will in living a sanctified life before we find it in other areas
· I have seen so many Christians bypass sanctification and then wonder why they can’t find God’s will in other areas 

· sanctification = pathway that leads to holiness (goal)

· emphasises = separation to God

· choose the pathway of holiness and God walks with you; choose to live an unholy life and you
   walk alone

· sanctification can only happen when we’re with people 
Paul now outlines three kinds of people-relationships where sanctification needs to occur 

· in each of these areas Paul will challenge the believers that they’re living too much the world’s way, by the world’s values

· the first area relates to our sexual lives

· God has made us sexual beings 

· the strongest, long term battles most Christians will face in life are in the sexual area
… that you should avoid sexual immorality (1 Thessalonians 4:3a)
· sexual immorality = porneia = every kind of sexual experience God outlaws

· Greek society in Paul’s day was just as sexually saturated as our own

· "We keep prostitutes for pleasure; we keep mistresses for the day-to-day needs of the body; we 
           keep wives for the begetting of children and for faithful guardianship of our homes" 

                                                                                                                           (Demosthenes)
(1) the relationship in marriage between a husband and wife
… that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit                                                    (1 Thessalonians 4:4-8)
… that each of you should learn to control his own body (1 Thessalonians 4:4a)
· can mean ‘that each of you should learn to control his own body’ (NIV)

· can also mean ‘that each of you learn to live with his own wife’ (NIV footnote)

· if this second meaning is what Paul was thinking (and from the context this seems so)

        (1) marriage is the only context for a sexual relationship

        (2) marriage is limited to a man and a woman 
… in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God 
                                                                                                                        (1 Thessalonians 4:4b,5)
· the sexual relationship has to be holy and honourable

· a husband or wife cannot use aggression, anger or cruelty in the sexual relationship

· the issue is: are your feelings, your passions, for the other sex, under control or out of control?

· uncontrolled desires, either in marriage or out of marriage = lust

· you can’t honour your husband/wife if your passions are out of control

· in the marriage service, what the vows are getting at is not: do you love this person? (I’ve never been the celebrant in a wedding where I doubted either party loved the other). The issue is: will you enclose your love with loyalty?

· “I will” is the longest sentence in the English language
… and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for such sins, as we have already told you and warned you                                           (1 Thessalonians 4:6)

· God hates exploitation of any kind and that includes sexual exploitation. There can’t be exploitation of your marriage partner

· there can’t be any sexual relationship with any person except your husband or wife
For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit                                             (1 Thessalonians 4:7,8)      
· obviously the holy life is lived out in the context of people – here, in marriage
(2) the relationship in church life between Christian and Christian
Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you do love the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more (1 Thessalonians 4:9,10)
· the person who thinks they are holy but who doesn’t love the Christians around them is deluded

· people who criticise others, who only live in their comfort zone of friends or family, cannot know holiness

· people who want holiness without love, who seek spiritual isolation, sanctimonious separateness, are not holy; they’re on the pathway to Pharisaism

· We know we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death (1 John 3:14)
· the centre of this love is the local church

· never criticise the local church to anyone you want to reach for Christ – either to bring them to Christ or nearer to Christ

· the circumference of this love is as far as anyone we can influence

(3) the relationship in the world between Christians and non-Christians

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of  outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on any body                                                                                                                            (1 Thessalonians 4:11,12)
· there was a time when I was in University when I thought holiness meant having as little as possible to do with the world; the more out of the world I was, the more holy I was

· holiness is expressed by being in the world but being different

· John 17:13-19

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we 
told you                                                                                                                            (1 Thessalonians 4:11)
     (1) to lead a quiet life

· some people are always drawing attention to themselves; they have to be in the limelight

· Paul saw holiness expressed in being unobtrusive

 (2) to mind your own business

· the Christian’s primary concern is not with how everyone else is doing but with how he/she is doing  

· my observation has been that people that get involved in everyone else’s life in an unhealthy way live pretty empty lives themselves

(3) to work with your hands

· in Greek society of their day those who worked with their hands were looked down on by those who worked principally with their heads cf. blue collar V white collar today

· Paul probably saw this worldly way of thinking in the church. By the time he wrote the second letter to the Thessalonian church, the problem had blossomed

· Jesus worked with his hands for 18 years as a carpenter and then for only three years as an itinerant preacher
… so that your daily life may win the respect of  outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on any body
                                                                                                                             (1 Thessalonians 4:12)
· those outside of church life will judge us by how we work, by how we spend our time

· we can wrongly think holiness is what happens outside of our working life

· our work life doesn’t cut us off from holiness; it provides opportunity for its development

· it’s not a good thing for someone who can support themself to expect others to do it for them

The greatest encouragement to holiness is in the next passage – the return of Christ 

· if we knew someone of importance was coming to our home it would be so clean. Jesus is coming. We just don’t know when

In this last section we see how often he refers back to what he taught them over the few weeks he was there in Thessalonika

· v.1 ‘we instructed you how to live’
· v.2 ‘For you know what instruction we gave you’
· v.6 ‘as we have already told you and warned you’ 

· v.11 ‘just as we told you’

So putting together what Paul mentions in this letter we can get a good idea what he taught the church about living the Christian life:
· live lives worthy of God (2:12)
· live a life that pleases God (4:1)
· this life will be a moral life which includes
· our sexual lives (4:3-6)
· daily work (4:11,12)
· live a holy life knowing Christ’s return is near (1:3,10; 2:12; 5:2-8)
· this life will bring persecution (3:3,4)
