1 THESSALONIANS SERIES 
Part 3: Three Steps in Seeing the Gospel Change Lives

(1 Thessalonians 1:5-10)

Acts 17:1-10a 

· Paul has spent possibly as little as two to three weeks in the city and as a result, left a fledgling church in Thessalonica. Some months later, Timothy was sent to see how they were going, and on reporting back to Paul, Paul wrote what we know as 1 Thessalonians

Paul opened the letter talking about the church

 (1) the church is a community (v.1)

 (2) the church is a community in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (v.1)

 (3) the church is a community characterised by faith, love and hope (vs.2,3)

 (4) the church is a community loved and chosen by God (v.4)

In this next section Paul will talk about the gospel and he will outline three steps in seeing the gospel change lives

(1) the gospel came to them (v.5)
· it didn’t come by itself. It came through Paul and Silas and Timothy. Before they arrived there was no church there. The planting of the church was the result of the gospel being preached

  (i) with words
· sometimes people say “I don’t share the gospel; I just live it.” People are not converted to Christ by watching a lifestyle, but by believing a message. They respond to a message. Our lifestyle adds credibility to our message (or sometimes takes credibility away from our message) but it’s the message they have to hear

(ii) with power

· Paul expected the gospel to be accompanied by a demonstration of its truth with power. We can expect the same

(iii) with the Holy Spirit
· it is the Holy Spirit who clothes the gospel with both power and conviction. We have to rely on the Holy Spirit to make the hearer understand the gospel. When sharing the gospel with someone we need to be praying because prayer opens the doors for the Holy Spirit to move

 (iv) with deep conviction

· our words need to have impact

· inoculations traditionally give us a little of a disease so our body can easily build up immunity. The devil wants the gospel to be shared with no power so that the hearer is inoculated against the real thing

· there are two sides to this conviction

       (1) the speaker has to hold a conviction about the gospel’s truth and power

       (2) the hearer has to come under a conviction of the gospel’s truth and power

  (v) through Christians who lived godly, consistent lives

· ‘you know how we lived among you for your sake’
· does God really care how we live, as long as we are sharing the gospel?

· 2 Samuel 12:14 God singles out ‘giving God’s enemies occasion to blaspheme’ as the reason the child would die

So in v.5 Paul has explained how the gospel came to them.

In vs.6,7 he explains how the gospel was received

(2) the Gospel was received by them (vs.6,7)
(i) the gospel was received with severe suffering (v.6)
· you cannot live an uncompromising Christian life without suffering for the gospel

 (ii) the gospel was received with joy given by the Holy Spirit (v.6)

· wherever the gospel goes and people respond, there is joy. There is joy in heaven among the angels and there’s joy on earth among the people

  (iii) it caused them to become imitators of the apostolic team (v.6)
· if you knew that a group of people you led to Christ were determined to be just like you, I wonder if you would work a little more on some parts of your life

· your Bible reading/study habits

· your prayer habits

· how you relate to your husband, your wife, your children, your parents

· how you deal with your money

· how disciplined you are

· how much time you spend watching TV or any other media
· your language

(iv) it caused them to become imitators of Christ (v.6)

· this is the absolute highest priority for every Christian

· ministry never takes priority over the formation of Christian character in us

· I have known so many Christians that if they had the choice to know more ministry success or more of the character of God, would always choose the ministry success. 

· it’s not either/or, it’s both, but character always comes first

(v) as a result they became an example to all the believers (v.7)
(3) the Gospel was passed on to others by them (vs.8-10) 

· ‘rang out’  = to sound forth as a trumpet or thunder, to ring, peel or boom (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:1

   noisy gong or clanging cymbal)

· Macedonia = northern Greece; Achaia = southern Greece

· what was being talked about was their ‘faith in God’ (v.8)

· in vs. 9,10 Paul will explain the message he is hearing about the Christians in Thessalonica – what their ‘faith in God’ looks like to outsiders. This is probably the clearest New Testament description of what conversion looks like

 (1) a decisive break with idols (v.9)

· idols in their culture ruled their lives
· no one dared break away from idols for fear the idol would take revenge
· the same is true for us today
· we have idols of power, work, money, sex, pornography, gambling, drinking, drugs – anything that rules us
· an idolator is anyone who is a prisoner of the addiction of their idol
· the Christians had such an encounter with Jesus that it broke the power the idols had over them
(2) an active service for God (v.9)

· you turn from idols to the living and true God – to serve Him

· my conversion experience was massive (many tears, brokenness, sorrow for sin) but if I didn’t then serve God it would have been fruitless (like a fruit tree that never grows fruit)

 (3) a patient waiting for Christ (v.10)

· in different parables Jesus spoke of the servants looking after the home while the master was away. But then the master returned. In each parable the servants who were commended were those who kept doing what they had been given to do right up until the master’s return

· we can never complete God’s work on earth. He will do that on His return

· we can be absolutely sure of Jesus’ return. God raised Jesus from the dead so that He might reign over 
      His creation

· at Jesus’ return God’s anger will be poured out against those who rejected Him. Jesus has already borne
      that anger on our behalf on the cross

In summary:
(1) the church that receives the gospel must pass it on

· in Thessalonica the church heard the gospel, received it and then made sure it rang out from them
(2) the church that receives the gospel must live it

· they turned, served and waited

